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Abstract
The Current Status of Materials on Civil Service Examination of Kwashi,
Panje, and Ungje | SIM Kyung-Ho

In pre-modern Korea, “literature” and “scholarship” compromised with political
authority and promoted it, or criticized it and sought new methods and contents.
Arguing originality of literature without considering the relationship with political
authority is not correspond to reality. The most important system in realization of
political authority was the method of selecting talents and managing manpower.
Therefore, it is necessary to comprehend the true nature of civil service
examination system in order to understand drift of political authority and
development of li"terature and scholarship.

Previous researches on examination system of Joseon focused on the history of
system and selection of talented. However, styles and titles of examination
demonstrates the regime’s intend to verify contemporary intellects’ sense of reality
through literature and scholarship. An overall and scientific analysis on system of
the Joseon dynasty requires not only investigating the history of the system,
enforcement regulations, and appointments of successful candidates, but also detailed
investigation into styles and titles of examination questions, circulation of essential
common books (thyme dictionaries and wordbooks), textbooks for preparation, and
compilations of answer sheets have to be studied. These aspects would establish a
firm understanding of academic tendency and cultural capability of each era, history
of academic dispute, and chronological change of academic method. This paper sets
a guideline to follow-up researches by introducing various examination related
materials, e.g. a list of successful candidates, literary collections, compilation of

answer sheets, miscellaneous records, separate records, exam papers.

Key words: Civil service examination, imperial examination, Kwashi (examinational
verse), Kwamun (examinational prose), Panje (academic composition),
Ungje (answer to the royal examination), ShigwOn (answer sheet),

compilation of answer sheets.



