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Policy Answer and its Reference Books in the late period of ChosOn

Lee, Sang-wook*

This paper explores the stylistic characteristics of the policy answer(¥45) in the
civil examination of the late Chosén period. The aim of this study is to demonstrate
how the exam writing influenced and framed the thought process of examinees by
formalizing the writing methods of the policy answer. To this end, two reference
books on the policy answer, Ch'aek’yong(5%) of the early eighteenth century and
Pyollyshwajo(BifiEs) of the early nineteenth century will be analyzed to suggest

a general outline of the writing structure and its historical tendency.

These two reference books contain rich descriptions and examples on how to cope
with the various policy questions (%) at the actual examination spot. and offer
the writing strategies which was thought to guarantee the high score. Firstly, they
lay much emphasis on the first part of a piece, namely hddu(iH) paragraph because
the most examiners, according to this reference book, scored the answer sheets after
only reading this part, due to the shortage of time. Secondly, their descriptions
generally focus on the efficient disposition of sentences and paragraphs, which help
examinees not only to save time but also to build a coherent logical structure. Thirdly
they provide sentence composition templates which direct the flow of logic in a specific
way. All these references on the policy answer reflect the unique nature of examination

writing in late Choson.

key words| cijvil service examination, exam writing, policy question, policy
answer, reference book

* University of Geneva, Switzerland



