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Civil Service Examination and Literary Life

in the Joseon Period

Sim, Kyungho | Emeritus Professor, Department of Classical Chinese, Korea University

In the pre-modern Korea, Wen (3¢) and Xue () constantly have
sought for the new methodologies and contents Kkeeping close
relationship with the political power. Civil service examination which
was the method of selecting human resources, performance review and
royal lecture which was the method of managing human resources, was
the most important system for realizing the political power. Therefore,
it is necessary to grasp the essence of civil service examination system
in order to understand the aspects of the development of Wen (32) and
Xue (#) and their way of keeping relationship with the political power.
The government was suggesting the ideology and the logic required
through the styles and titles imposed in the civil service examinations.

Goryeo and Joseon government cultivated the literati class well
versed with examination poetry and prose by authorizing the civil
service examination as a shortcut way to the selection of government
official. Thus, it can be said that the dominant literary style of civil
service examination that have changed according to the time not only
defined the literary style and scholarship of each period, but sometimes
even restricted them. In some respect, it also had a negative effect on
the development of literature. This paper surveys the subjects and
literary styles of civil service examination, the formation of the

cultivation of the way of thinking and literary attainments, and the
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rhetorical rules and publication in the Joseon period.

[Keywords] civil service examination, literary styles of civil service

examination, Wen (32) and Xue (), political power, way of thinking, litarary

life, rhetorical rules, publication.
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