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(Abstract)

A Study on National Civil Service Examination and
exam writing(¥}32) Trends During King Sukjong(Z#E%=) and
King Yeongjo(ZiH) Periods

Park, Seon-yi

The purpose of this study is to examine changes in national civil service
examination (BHE#l]) during King Sukjong(#i%%) and King Yeongjo (Z&iil)
Periods, explore discussions and controversies on standard format and
literary style in exam writing, clarify the key points in controversies over
exam writing, and investigate on the trends.

First, noteworthy points in the flow of national civil service examination
during King Sukjong(##57%) and King Yeongjo(¥%iill) periods are that number
of applicant rapidly increased in response to expansion of national civil
service examination since King Sukjong(#fisZ) periods. This resulted in
lack of management on examination places and issues occurring during
the examination process. Especially, Jeongsi(Ei#) was often held during
King Sukjong(##5%) period and scholars from Seoul were more likely to
pass the examination because they were more advantageous in Pyomun (3%
). Meanwhile, as applicants were often asked to Pyomun(Z3(), the
applicants immersed into studying collections and selections of parallel
style writings (0% %4H) ended up plagiarizing and imitating them. To
solve such issue, there were attempts to find solutions for issues related
to national civil service examination during King Sukjong(ifis%) and King
Yeongjo(FEiill. periods and part of those attempts were reflected on Gwa

Geo Sa Mok (BHEZIR).

* Doctor’s course completion, Major in Classical Chinese, Department of
Korean Language and Literature, Korea University
/ E-mail : dudu0218@naver.com
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Also, the discussions and controversies on the standard format(f£3%)
and literary style for exam writing are largely summarized into controversies
over systems and formality of exam writing and controversies on preference
toward four-six prose style writing and selection focusing on Gwapyo (F}
#%). The controversies over systems and formality of exam writing during
late Joseon Dynasty didn't start from the King Jeongjo period when
literature policy started. Instead, such controversies started from King
Sukjong (#i5%) period, affected on King Yeongjo(#iifl) period, and lasted
until King Jeongjo(1Eiifl) period continuously. During King Sukjong(ifisr)
and King Yeongjo(3%iil) periods, not complying with the standard format
of exam writing or using the terms and quotations(FE#%) that are not
associated with literary style of exam writing were prohibited. These were
applied on Gwa Geo Sa Mok(BHE=E-H) to correct the system and formality
in the state level and regulate applicants from using awkward writing
technique or terms for preference of applicants. Nevertheless, such
attempts were not effective. Such phenomenon was closely related to
changes in literary style of the late Joseon Dynasty that pursued
individuality and novelty in exam writing system, formality, and literary
style. Therefore, such controversies could not be solved in the institutional
level by punishing the applicants who didn't comply with the standard
format or formality of exam writing and punishing the civil officer who
selected such applicants.

In addition, expansion of Jeongsi(Eit) that replaced Byeolsi(llit) in
the late Joseon Dynasty not only brought institutional changes but also
had a huge influence on method of selecting winners and changes in exam
writing. The phenomena of valuing and preferring memorials to throne
became remarkable starting from King Sukjong(#5%) period. As a result,
applicants focused on learning how to Pyomun(#3¢) and the demand and
compilation of selections on parallel style writings. Although selection of
applicants focusing on writing the memorials to throne started as a good
intention for finding applicants proficient in writing, there existed
considerable issues due to preference and focus toward memorials to
throne under the form of plagiarism and imitation in the last Joseon
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Dynasty. These facts proved that the changes in national civil service
examination not only brought institutional changes but also influenced

on literary style of exam writing.
Key words : King Sukjong(i#i5%), King Yeongjo(3&ifl), Civil Service Examination

(BHE), exam writing(B0), gwapyo (Fl#)
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