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Abstract

Aspect of the Wolgwa in Choson
through the Pyo of Solbong Kangbaeknyon'

Lee, Mijin™

A Wolgwa is a regular exam for Office of Special Advisers and Office of
Royal Decrees’ officials, as well as new officials with excellent writing
skills. In the case of Korea, its origins begin from the Korea Dynasty, the
reign of King Songjong. From the reign of King Taejong to Yongjo in
Choson, the subject and method of Wolgwa changed, but the necessity was
raised for the purpose of selecting and promoting those with outstanding
sentences among the new officials. In other words, Wolgwa was
implemented for two purposes: to recruit and educate talented people.
Although Wolgwa was a representative test and educational system for civil
officials in the Choson, the research is insufficient compared to the
Gwashi(B1it) and Gwashi(GR#l). Therefore, this paper examines the
changes and limitations of Wélgwa in the Chosdn, and tries to identify
aspect of the Wolgwa in the mid-17th century by looking at the Pyos that
Kangbaeknyon submitted as Wélgwa.

It is not easy to identify the characteristics and trends of the Wolgwa
works as it was rare to include examination prose in the collection of
literature toward the late Choson, and even if it was often not marked as
‘A#. However, Kangbaeknyén's Sdlbongyugo is suitable for examining
whether Wolgwa were implemented and the trends of the works by writing

the period, style, and grades as well. All five Pyos submitted by
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Kangbaeknyén as Wolgwa were written in tijjak, and the composition of
level and deflected, long and short lines did not very different from the
characteristics of general Gwapyo. However, in Kangbaeknydn's Pyos, the
oriole is personified, and it gave thanks to the king, criticized Lee Baek's
poems. Kangbaeknyon tried to reach the purpose of the writing by using
images and an allusion(##) related to the content of the text. In addition,
Kangbaeknyon tried not to forget the essence of the Pyo by arranging an
allusion according to the purpose of the Pyo. These characteristics can be
seen as the reason why Kangbaeknydn was able to achieve excellent grades

in Wolgwa.

Keywords: Wolgwa, Gwashi(#:), Gwashi(8), Examination Prose,
Gwapyo, Kangbaeknydn, GUmuligongja



