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A Study on Kim Chang Hiuip's Civil Examination Poems:
Archaism, Fiction, Old Style Poetry*

Lee, Sang-wook**

EH &

This study aims to examine the Kim Chang-Hip 4E%'s civil examination
poems #}E in the context of the history of the Exam Writing # in the late
seventeenth century. The period around 1670 when Kim Chang—Hiip was preparing
for the Jinsa exam i+ was a critical moment for the Choson examination and
education system since Chos6n was reorganizing them after consecutive wars
against Japan and China. In this process of rebuilding, they focused on
strengthening operational ties between examination and education so that they
might properly select talented officials from public schools in Seoul. These attempts
changed, as a result, the examination culture as well as the style of exam writings.
This paper explores Kim Chang-Hiip's civil examination poems in the sense that
his examination poems reflect cultural reality at that time and his reaction to this
reality.

Firstly, this paper examines the historical and cultural backgrounds related to the
civil examination system in Choson as well as its writing style. Through this, it
lays the contextual foundation for approaching his works. Secondly, it deals with
the primary sources of his examination poems. By classifying his works according
to various criteria, it organizes materials for further analysis in-depth and
investigates the general tendencies of his works. Thirdly, it analyzes choices of
subjects, literary styles and dispositions of contents in his works to find
characteristics. Considering the similarities and the differences with others’ works,

it places his examination poems in a historical and cultural context.

* This work was supported by the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Korea
and the National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF-2019S1A5C2A02082732)

#% Korea University
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