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A Study on Civil Test Book, Pyodongin(Z & \),
During Late Joseon Dynasty

Park, Seon-yi*

While Pyodongin(#&# A) has been mentioned in Late Joseon Dynasty’s
collection of stories and individual letters in relation to sentence learning and
civil test learning, there have not been active researches on Pyodongin(ZH A\)
yet. This paper found out that five manuscripts are kept at Keimyung University,
Yeungnam University, Gyeongsang National University, and Korea University
libraries. Among these manuscripts, [Mansong D5 A125] largely differed from
the previous civil test books in aspects of the system and composition and its
characteristics are clearly different from other civil test books kept at other
libraries. This paper paid attention to such characteristics, reviewed the
composition and system of Pyodongin(#&H# A) by focusing on the civil test book
kept at Korea University library, and clarified the value and significance of
Pyodongin(#&H#A) as the civil test book.

Pyodongin(#&# A) kept at Korea University is a civil test book that includes
64 literary works about the emperors from Han(i#) Dynasty to Song(#)
Dynasty. The literary works included in Pyodongin(z&# A) combine and utilize
various idioms about the figures and events recorded in the historical books to
make corresponding antithesis sentences. Pyodongin(#&H# A) hints how Gwapyo
(Bt#%) prepared and learned at that time.

The value and significance of Korea University’s Pyodongin(&H# A) as a civil
test book are summarized as follows. First, Pyodongin(Z# A) holds significance

as a test book that clearly shows how contrapositive phrases are used in writing

* a joint researcher, Institute for Sinographic Literatures and Philology, Korea University/

dudu0218@naver,com
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by utilizing the idioms related to the Chinese emperors. Secondly, Pyodongin(3
#A) holds significance for showing the process of writing Gwapyo(##) in
details unlike the Collection of Gwapyo(Ft#) which included the exemplary
drafts for learning Gwapyo(#3%). Third, Pyodongin(Z# A) holds significance
for showing how historical stories can be actually used in writing Gwapyo(Bt#)
by coming up with various antithesis sentences about historical figures and
events. Fourth, Pyodongin(Z&H A\) shows the process and evidences on how

Gwapyo(Ft#) was standardized during the Late Joseon Dynasty.

Keywords: Civil test book, Gwamun(F32), Gwapyo(f%), Pyodongin(ZREA)
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