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Abstract

A Study on the Gwamun of the Joseon Dynasty
on the Theme of Strange and Calamity

Kim, Kwang-nyeon’

This paper analyzed the works on the theme of strangeness and calamity
in gwamun(F30)s of the Joseon Dynasty, and examined the perception of
strangeness and calamity of writers of the Joseon Dynasty and the writing
style of gwamun’s works on the subject.

Writers of the Joseon Dynasty distinguished and recognized the
characteristics of ghosts in Cewen under the theme of strangeness, and
expressed negative attitudes by using expressions such as “monster” for
ghosts that were not subject to ancestral rites. On the other hand, the
existence of the person subject to the memorial service was affirmed. In
addition, the phenomenon of strangenee and calamy was directly related to
and understood with political reality, and efforts were made to suggest
specific measures to solve this problem. As a solution, the right mindset
and effort of the king were mainly presented as fundamental tasks. In
short, it is a characteristic of gwamun of the Joseon Dynasty to sublimate
the supernatural phenomenon into the subject of the requirements of the
time in relation to politics.

In gwamun with the theme of strangeness and calamity, two
characteristics were characterized: implementing the theme through
comparison and reinforcing persuasion using reference. Comparison and
contrast consisted of various aspects, such as comparison and contrast
of ghosts and daily and extraordinary comparison, and the use of
reference was used to add persuasion to the opinions of Confucian
scholars by intensively citing their opinions. Also, one of the
characteristics of the Gwamun on the theme of strange and calamity was
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that it brought the issue of the monarch’s political correctness into the
realm of politics and society, rather than dealing with strange and

cataclysmic phenomena per se.

Keywords: Gwageo (), Gwamun(#30), Cewen(%3), Strangeness(IZ£],
Calamity (%), Comparison, Reference, Political rhetoric.



