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The Rhetoric of Topical Replies from Changch aeksu GH:5RE)
Housed in the Mansong Library of Korea University

Noh, Johann | Research Professor, Institute for Sinographic Literatures and Philology, Korea
University

A collection of topical replies, one of civil service examinations in
Choson Korea, entitled Changch’aeksu Gi:5#E, D5ARK3), is housed in the
Mansong Libarary of Korea University. This anthology, which includes
both questions and answers papers of this examination written during
the reign of King Sonjo and Injo, even contains names of candidates
at the end of the answer sheets except several ones. These candidates
were thought to win in the first or second place, referring to Roster
of Examination Graduates (SCEMEH, Mun’gwabangmok)

The ultimate purpose of writing topical replies is to captivate heart
of the reigning monarch who set questions of the exams, and acquire
a high score. What is the basic format and paragraph composition of the
answer papers, and what subject matters and rhetoric methods are used?
This paper adumbrates the answer sheets compiled in Changch’aeksu

and illustrates how the rhetoric is applied from that of Sim Ujdng.

[Keywords) Changch’aeksu, Civil Service Examination, Topical Replies,
Rhetoric, Sim Ujong
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