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Aspects and Features of the Stories on the Civil Service

Examination in Kimunchonghwa*

Lee, Mijin | Research Professor, Institute for Sinographic Literatures and Philology, Korea
University

In order to understand the essence of the state examination system,
it is necessary to consider various materials containing state
examination-related data. Therefore, in this paper, I will focus on the
state examination stories in specific yadam. Kimunchonghwa, compiled
in the late Joseon Dynasty, has the largest number of stories among
yvadams, and is suitable for examining the full picture of the state
examination stories as it has compiled a wide range of yadams.

There are a total of 70 stories about the state examination. This was
mainly based on what happened to students in the 15th to 17th
centuries in the process of preparing for the state examination.
According to the characteristics of stories, the state examination stories
of Kimunchonghwa can be divided into three major categories.

First, it is a story that criticizes the structural contradictions of society.
In Kimunchonghwa, there were stories criticizing the abuse of the social
system and the absurdity of the time, but the number of stories was
extremely small. Kimunchonghwa, compiled in the 19th century, has many
stories that praise the king’s virtue and highlight the insight and integrity

of the examination supervisors at the time, rather than criticizing the

* This work was supported by the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Korea
and the National Research Foundation of Korea(NRF-2022S1A5C2A02093644)
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social structural contradictions by accusing the bad custom of the
examinations of the time. In other words, Kimunchonghwd's story of
the state examination emphasized the morality by showing a desirable
example of the operation of the state examination system rather than
criticizing society.

Second, it is a story that shows strange experiences and prediction.
In Kimunchonghwa's story of the state examination, there are animals
that predict the names of the applicants who passed the state exam in
their dreams. The strangeness of Yadam attracts the reader’s interest,
but Kimunchonghwad's story of the state examination tried to show that
the person’s success was natural by describing strange experiences and
prediction related to a real person who had already passed the exam.

Third, it is a story showing pride and obsession with being the first
grade. Since the Korea Dynasty, there have been cases in which people
who have been in first grade regularly have gatherings or feel regret
for life because they have been in second grade. However, in the 19th
century, there were talents were selected through special examinations,
and the status of the first grade was relatively lower than in the early
Joseon Dynasty. If so, it can be assumed that the stories related to the
first grade in Kimunchonghwa reflected the wishes of those who

wanted to be incorporated into the privileged class.

[Keywords] Kimunchonghwa, Yadam, Stories on Civil Service Examination,

Civil Service Examination
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