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Abstract

A Study on Gwapyo Test Books Pyosik(Zz()
-Focusing on the Shinam Collection of Korea University Library-

Lee, Mijin"

The purpose of this paper is to examine the composition and work aspects of Pyosik
(F24), a type of Gwapyo test books from the Joseon Dynasty, to understand the Joseon
civil test reference books and the reality of Joseon civil service examinations. In exams,
Gwapyo was a very important subject, and for candidates of the time, practicing Gwapyo
writing was the key to success or failure in the exam. Among the 255 types of Joseon
civil service exam-related materials stored in the Korea University library, there are a
total of 12 Gwapyo test books, and among them, "Pyosik(Z53X)s is different from other
Gwapyo test books.

As a result of examining the composition of this book, TPyosik(Z£=X), included
writing methods for Gwapyo, which were mainly focused on those with a high proportion
of questions. This book also includes ‘frequently used letters’ so that candidates can easily
find letters with similar meanings. In addition, this book mainly contains works with a
grade of 9 or higher, allowing candidates to effectively prepare for the exam. In addition,
the common ‘Heodu(j5H)’ formula was simplified and other formulas were presented in
greater abundance so that candidates could make a difference in the actual test. This can
be seen as focusing on the convenience and efficiency of the candidates rather than on
completeness as a book.

This paper also analyzed the aspects of this book. As a result, the works contrasted
specific images within rhyming couplet to dramatize fictional situations and emphasize
themes. In addition, the works repeatedly featured certain images, such as sounds or
historical figures, to keep the work’s completeness in mind, represent the author’s
feelings, and present the theme persuasively.

* Research Professor, Institute for Sinographic Literatures and Philology, Korea University /
leemijin@korea.ac.kr
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