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[Abstract)

Aspects and Characteristics
of the State Examination Stories in Jabgi-godam

kim, kyung’

This paper focuses on the state examination stories in Im-mae’s Jabgi-godam
to examine the reality and cultural background of state examination during the
Joseon Dynasty. Jabgi-godam consists of a total of 24 episodes, 10 of which are
the state examination stories. These stories show the following social structures
and political backgrounds related to the state examination.

First, taking for the state examination of classes such as disgraced yangban,
bastards, and commoners shows that a livelihood was prioritized over a
justification and that the desire for success through the examination tended to be
solidified. These tendencies reveal a formation of new values and ethics brought
about by the chaos of the status system and a gap between the existing
justification of literati-scholars and responses to reality.

Secondly, in the state examination stories it is possible to understand the
reality of local education through the relationship between Yu Saeng(f4) and
Gyo Saeng(#4:) in the late Joseon Dynasty. In addition, the stories confirm that
a co-writing of an answer sheet among a group of fellow students was accepted
in a social atmosphere and a cheating did not disappear, even though laws about
the state examination were strengthened resulted from ghostwriting.

As a result, it is possible to examine a culture of the state examination from the
perspective of commoners and bastards. Until now, it had been understood only by the
perspective of Yangban-Literati. It also identifies that the situation of local applicants
beyond just understanding the culture of the state examination centered on a capital
city. Therefore, the state examination stories in Jahgi-godam are meaningful in that the

stories allow us to understand the culture of the state examination the most extensively.

Keywords: State Examination, Yadam (&%), State Examination Stories, Im-mae ({5&),
Jabgi-godam (s H3), Culture of the State Examination.
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